’England has become a riation of 
thieves. Everybody is t^Ing to rob 
everybody else, and that not 
bravely and strongly, but In the 
cowardly and loathsome ways of 
tying trade/ 

JOHN RUSKIN 
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issue z>f South Africa's roemher- 
of Ac Cluh. had noi come to a 
the} adfcwirncd theii 
smil the foSoming <ia\ . WhU^ 
^ ncm ^wk the ouTcomc of 
128:5 is is of \^’oiid 

□£ itnporzaooe, it ut«ild 
be bcilcr wc^ opinion if 
iro^rd aad his gang were exdu* 
the ConmKsiwealA on As 
of .Ar.inheid Aan Aai the} 
be evisided Ac eood neigh* 
neaiiMsit Taat is, since wo^d 
IS ingaeacatd b\ govmji- 
if lilt CommoowaalA conn- 
- show. Adr diis ap^Ln ^ of apar- 
h\ oLdufeH S. .Africa one can 
Aai Tkd2l amoM the 

peofie of the wodd wiR be 
rather racreased. Per- 
jh^ cii£ro>iX>£S 5 in expressing 
fc’cs hcm}S our complete lack 
in m these :op levd roeetings, 
lae and lasting mfioeoces 
hir^ pf*xKHonc£ 3 rieni on Ae e^ils 
In favemmciit leaders, 
hk^t 0© ihe blind i^cialisls m 
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Rj£ 7 u^. Re ne ^. presumaMy 
ri a teeaifaes 
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more laciaj venom than an>Aing 
\ erft oerd has said or believes, li 
is worA leproducmg a few para¬ 
graphs from Ais letter to realise 
that something more Aan slaie- 
ments by CommonwealA Premiers 
are needed to cure Ae racialists in 
emr midst. The Rmlway Review^ 
correspondent reminds us of alJ Ae 
things Ac whites have done for 
Africa; they have “built'’ Ae rail- 
waj-s, docks, etc., and have “culti- 
\ated'' Ac soil, and in his opimon 
‘Ihe land belongs to the people who 
work it- bmld it up, get someAiitg 
from Ae soil” and '^^not to a few 
blacks (some more educated Aan 
Ae others) who have been pricked 
wiA a red nccdle”. 

If ibe whiles had n^^er entered Africa 
Aere would not hive b^n so fnaiiy 
Macts alive today. The blacks nev^ 
worked to eat ferow aji\' food) but for* 
a^d ivild nuts and berries and wild 
anunaJs for food. really Aort of 

food, tribe raided tribe for women and 
whoever thev killed they ate. 

Today in England, Ae blacks are being 
pak! to iH'eed and Aey are to the extern 
that m a years Acre will be 10 
million m Ais island. 

Those »iio com here are SO per cent 
full of disease, TB, etc. These people, 
Wesi Indians, Cypriots and Maliese 
[note Aai Ae C>priots and Maltese have 
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acgravaie and exploit unseiiled condi- 
tK«i&, He was on Ae docks distributing 
kaSets at a lime when ihe dockers were 
bonding a one*day strike campaign each 
week. 

Ill 

Atuvkta, March 7, 

A group of leading mcrcbaiits and 
Ncgre leaders in Ailania, Georgia, ao- 
Bowiwed today that Negroes would be 
aUowed to cal at moa depanmeni and 
drug store lundi counters and would call 
of Arir wi-m movetnenL 

JIk sialement leleased by Ae Atlanta 
Chamber of Commeroe, appeared to be 
a clear-cut victorv for the Atlanta 
branch o! Ac wMkspremd ^t-in move* 
oicoL The announcemeni was subscri¬ 
bed tv by Aiianta’i two tmfOi depari- 
IDC 0 I sxores and b> 1 1 chain stores. Also 
ai^giAAr^ were Dr Marun Lytber King, 
fstbei <rf Ac well -known Negro intcgn- 
uoa* kcMdcf. and Lonrue King, a Negro 
leader. The statcjiieni came one 
d*v after Ae Georgia Lcgislaiuxc ad|Oiir* 
ned for Ac year. U said 

'LeadiAf mercdiamf have suted that 
if la Acir deemoft 10 carry out m lunch 
roMm aad oUacr factltiiei the same pai- 
teffi as bm been recognised and 
by At aditiHgiiofi of two Negro 
to Ae tmversiiy of Georgia. 
Ae d«tam>n Ae Atlanta School Board 
U; Icdcral tniegiaiion 

of4e$ t^ autumn, and acijcms of the 
iaia Cteof^ OericraJ AwemNy in re* 
pr*A*ag Ac Stale s rd^n^ace 10 anU 
legregaiit^n iaws. 

rhe Negro kadeehas staled Aat 
rvfj» cdutfi wvd be made A ciimmalc alf 
reprrsaii. pteheung and Mt ins 
aivj tc brtbg back a cooditioiD of com* 
pwtu t^fnmky as aooia as poiaiNe/* 
Amntic aasesiBiia g# the economic 
daMfv a^frad b> tbe stores has been 
dg£c«H bin at uaea the boycott has 
appearni 10 be b^y ttfcviivc m a uty 
*b0^e aboof oar la thice cd the po^b- 
r«c>n it Nrgjo The agreement adecU 
srvrnii i»c Atlaiaa iXares. 

I be lunch csaMcr> wA open on 
Thitfiday on a segregatad basis bail wj! 

m h m tKf Aiiafda potAv 
ks mieffaiail piobabiy An 

BfiHtM UnJitd Frr^M 



now been lumped up W'llh the blacks— 
Editors], will break the welfare state 
and now^ are making the cost go up for 
the working class. They have no in ten- 
lion of paying out such as income tax 
and living costs, most have high lax 
numbers for fictitious children abroad 
and laugh and joke when talking about 
it [note that in the previous paragraph 
he was saying that they are breeding like 
rabbits! — Editors]. 

By contrast with Ais human mon¬ 
ster Venvoerd is a Christian gentle- 
man! After all he doesn't w-ant to 
live wiih the blacks, but at the same 
time he recognises that the whites so 
far have w^anted the best of both 
worlds: of using the black Africans 
to do all the hard work and at the 
same time denying them any rights 
as members of the community. Ver- 
w’oerd believes in segregation but at 
least he is consistent when he tells 


AFFLUENT ? 


Hungry Side 

TOROKTO. M.4RCH 9. 

A mission has opened its doors in 
Toronto to feed hungry children of the 
city's unemployed, ‘There are thousands 
of chilAen starving in Toronto/' says 
I>r. Morris Zeidman, a Presbyterian min¬ 
ister who runs the Scou Mission, which 
has opened to children for the first time 
since the last war, 

A bowl of soup, a ham sandwich, ice 
cream, and coffee were offered to chil¬ 
dren in the mission*s chapd yesterday, 
next door to a large hall where about 
500 unemployed aie hamburgers and 
mashed potatoes. Pickets circled the 
building demanding Government action 
to curb unemployment. One sign read; 
T'hildren's breadline, what hexi?” 
Recent figures were that about one in 
every ten of the Canadian working force 
w as out of work 

Dr Zeldman said the mission could 
feed up to 400 children a day; about 40 
ate at the mission ye&ierday. He expec¬ 
ted that once the programme became 
known an increasing number ot children 
would gueiie lor the notin meal "Nvt 
one will be turned away and we will 
keep our doors open as long ai this 
lasts he said 

Some ol those who went to the tiiis- 
sion yesterday were accompanicJ by 
Ihcir mothers and uihers by the eldest 
child in the faiTuly. 1'he mothers sat 
ftBUig silently in anolhcr coiner One 
or two >oincd Ihe children at the lablci, 
but most of them |ust looked on. At 
one ol the tables sat six children, two 
twins all tsf ihc same family 

At anoiher table sal a pregnani woman 
With a t^-monihs-old child on her lap 
Tlie woman, ilic wife of an Italian irnmi- 
gjan! who was eaiing next door, could 
not dnnk the chaken soup "iri pro¬ 
bably Hh> fidi for her,'* said a miiiion 
winker 'S<»me oi these people Have 
hem uihsisfing on so Intlc that they 
iK^w find Jl hard lo sioinach ordinary 

liKHl ” 


his fellow wAites that apartheid also 
means that they will have to roll up 
their sleeves and do a day's work 
for a change!. Our railwayman* on 
the contrar)', does not believe that 
the blacks ever do any work and 
that they live by gathering nuts and 
eatinfi women ! 

★ 

W^ERE we to speculate on the 
outcome of this Common¬ 
wealth Club's membership commit¬ 
tee meeting (iocidentally that notor¬ 
ious “murderer'’ Makarios has been 
unanimously welcomed as the 13 th 
member), we would htizard the 
guess that Verwoerd will not be re- 
admiued. Apart from the five black 
African and Asian members who 
might be expected, for reasons of 
internal politics* to oppose South 
Africa's application, we think there 


can be no doubt that Macmillan, 
whatever his “blood loyalties" 
would command him to do. the 
economic i mere sis he represents will 
counsel that the' future in Africa is 
wiA Ae blacks—and not Ae white 
minority. 

However persuasive Ae Public 
ReUitions men who have been pias- 
rering the British press with {>aid 
advertisements telling us what bu.si- 
ness wdth South Africa means to 
dockers iu Southanipion us well as 
car mantifacEurers in Coventry' and 
Dagenham, may be, the fact remains 
that Nigeria and India Litonc, are 
potentially more valuable markets 
to Britain than South Africa and a 
white-dominated Central Africa put 
together. 

The “wind of change" was no 
more than a tardy realisaiion by the 
real powers behind the govern me lU 
that it w'as no longer profitable for 
British industrialisLs to protect a 
minority of white colons in return 
for a source of cheap raw materials: 
that they were now^ more interested 
in the “blacks" as markets than as 
the providers of cheap raw materials. 
Such a view', we imagine, will be 
shared by those who “advise" Cana¬ 
da's Mr. Diefenbaker as well as 
Australia's Mr, Menzies. And we 
have no reason to doubt that New 
Zealand’s “new' boy" will have been 
told on which side his bread is 
buttered. 



FREEDOM News 

You’re working us hard! 


pXACTLY a week has passed since you. 
^ our readers in Britain, received eithei 
our pink or green circular letter and 
subscription form. Your respi^nse to il. 
10 AnarchV and our new-horn Feei:dom 
hai deeply touched u% as well as, admin¬ 
istratively speaking, overwhelmed us! 
Replies have been arriving al the rate 
ol nearly 30 a day, and though at ihc 
lime of wriling wc have acknowledged 
none, by the time this issue of FRt:i:tXiM 
reaches you, we hope lo have sent out 
fcceipis. answered queries and dealt with 
book orders up to date. But forgive us 
if all you receive is a printed card. We 
would like to thank all readers person^ 
ally wh€> have responded so generously 
and quickly and approvingly to our own 
effort to gel out ol a rut and intensify 
but II is just physically impossible to do 
so, May we add to the primed card 
acknowledgeinents a collective ‘Thank 
you*' to all those whose inilials appear 
in the long hsi of contri but ions lo the 
Defleu Fund And you will be glad lo 
hear that the list, at the time of writing, 


is twice as long as the one published but 
wc have just not had the lime to enter 
up all the contributions received. 

But. dear readers, don‘1 rest on the 
laurels of others. We don’t mind being 
overwhelmed by your subscription re¬ 
newals, and if you have not replied 
please do $0 now (and don't forget to 
return the form provided. By doing so 
you will save us a lot of office work.) 

Aldermaston Number 

FREtDOM will not appear next week, 
its place being taken by Anarchy 2. 
But the week after, the April 1st issue 
wtII coincide w-ith Ae Aldermaston- and 
Wethersfield-to-London March. Last year 
we sold an extra 1.500 copies on the 
March, and we are hoping to improve 
on I hose figures this year. A number 
of readers have already written to say 
they will sell Freedom, ft will help ui 
to know how many extra copies fo print 
if sellers will wrile now and tell u,s how' 
many copies they wish us to supply on 
a "sale or return" basis. 
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T he first sight of FREtiix>Ri transform- 
c6. guy 'Mtb pictures and colour as 
if proudly sitting up in the materniiy 
wurd after delivery of her ITedglmg, 
ANAftrHV. started a train of memory that 
look me back nearly sixty years to the 
first time 1 ever set eyes on her young 
unrouged face. 

1 am wandering up Ossulston Street. 
St. Pancras, marked rather than lighted 
by one or remote gas lamps, the 
unbroken blank wall on my right stud¬ 
ded with couples standing agamsl iL 
careless of the flickers of white beiraying 
their pleasures, the customary penny 
having been paid to the policeman on 
the brat^a mtir tofent** a bit of London 
as crude as any described by Boswell. 
That aftenioon I had been introduced to 
a Prince Kropotkin at the oid^lime salon 
of a friendiy friend. Lady Low. identify- 
ing him presently as the author of two 
books 1 had recently read that set him 
above all princes. What led to my visit 
to Ossulston Street was an amazing con- 
versation I heard in w^hich this Anarchist 
hero of my dreams talked in amicable 
agreement with Sir Hugh Low. whom X 
rather scorned as governor of various 
tropical coionies^—^and about those very 
’*nativcs'' over whom ! imagined the 


BOOKS? 

We can supply 

.\NV hoot in print. 

Also oul^f-pruit books searched for 
—and frequently found! ThLs incJude.s: 
paper-bacts, children's boots and text 
booLs, (FJca.se supply pubiisher's name 
if possible^ 


NEW BOOKS 
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Tbe IVasfc Makers 
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Darigcrouv fboughfk 
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Pa:ouojiik Aoai>fcl« 11940 
l*wenne*h BMuldaig b - 
A l{i«lur> Ilf Brilihh toialiatn 
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FUEEDOM 

Transformed 


latter had cracked a cruel whip for many 
years, 1 was modest enough to keep 
my mouth shut and my ears open, so 1 
learned that Sir Hugh's attitude to 
"natives'^ over whom 1 imagined the 
latter had cracked a cruel whip for many 
years. I was modest enough to^ keep 
my mouth shut and my cars open, so I 
learned that Sir Hugh’s altitude to 
"‘natives'’ was not in the least of that 
kind; he was asking Kropotkin about 
the best way for Malayan peasants to 
organise in order to secure for them¬ 
selves the profits of rubber planting, 
which Sir Hugh had promoted by a first 
shipment of rubber saplings from Brazil. 
Kropotkin outlined some form of co¬ 
operative organisation which might be 
suitable; I was able to add a word about 
co-operative production societies in Italy; 
on which Kropotkin said he thought lhai 
Freedom might like an article on the 
Italian societies, and saved me the em- 
barrassmem of confessing my ignorance 
of the publication by turning to Sir 
Hugh and explaining that it was a paper 
run by some friends of his; he gave me 
ihcir names and the Ossulslon Street 
address, advised me to go and see Tom 
Keel! there, adding with a twinkle for 
Sir Hugh, "‘the finest type of English 
native’'. 

I went in search of them that evening, 
excited by the prospect of meeting my 
first English anarchists and writing an 
article for their press. The Freedom 
Press, I gathered. must be in some 
building behind the slummy long 
row of sordid dwellings facing the nutr 
loMre^ ! looked for an opening^ a gate¬ 
way, a passage lo the Anarchist counter¬ 
part of Printing House Square. 1 
peered in vain at the numbers on the 
doors; the gas lamps were far apart; I 
guiltily struck a match, fearing righteous 
protest from the wall brigade, and read 
a low number. A uniformed figure 
emerged from the gloom. I had never 
been questioned by the law before; 1 
didn't dare tell a lie; with the greatest 
misgiving I said 1 was looking for No, 
129. 

"Freedom print shop you're after, is 

J repeated the number less bravely, 
chilled by a thought that 1 might be 
giving aw'ay an Anarchist secret, a feel¬ 
ing excused by my years and the climate 
ot opinion in those days before bombs 
were nationalised. For all I knew, 
No. 129 might be an armoury, Bui the 
olIictT knew all about No. 129 and look 
me there, guided me away from the front 
entrance to a passage which indeed led 
to a printing house if not to a square. 

A hand press, a case of type, a kitchen 
chair, two high stools, a dull gas lamp 
at which A small bearded man was read¬ 
ing a slip proof. When 1 told him Kro¬ 
potkin had sent me he stuck his beard 
out with half a smile but eyes kindly 
I winkling. J thouglil it best to confess 
at once that 1 had never seen a copy i>f 
I KinxjM which seemed lo please him 
in at le^i relieve him tor he w^as able 
lo give rile a file ol back numiTers la 
iirjd while he gcil on wnh his work. 
Ami d" ) fecaJI the imprtcsinn ol ihose 
tafJ. memory arises two per* 

Tiifrm qufcitKjfts in my mind. 

f/n*‘ 1 wiiridcr if young people today 

net a kixl out of any o( thtir Ircc 
jtiiu-, \«eIi ;«> I Koi tJUi oj iJjc perusal 
of t||i«vi t^Ack HUmiTClb oj I Nl 1 tj(iM J 
hj-vc pwsiHfl on many jNtvr iiuiiiher!^ to 
Miitr (fu«ic iGva and 
ro't Wfliu'iil rttctl v^oiu t veil jr.ith 
itj|( my ~Kx^ delight f>]l tinartAipaium m 

(tiv fitoUiHg oJ Ml rhiii) dotjhl> (hi 

of uf mwKxy qucefioro rihuiil 

uFtiul rdatjonv at^iul 

(ooidy dt«4jphiir ithAurl icligmii I vcri 
to my r>eh, N^tn and bred in a hnai 
patdt a||fiti%Ui4ikiB US t wat, kaf 
mg ^ iIhasc ptifee was like the pushing 
gjd* id eoriiealmg bri«in.Ji alia 

ftHcAhct ViHing p u up ic iifc diBerent to 

difty^ imc IS cunkUmlfg toid^ but I Kiniw 
Ibtu (itcy Wr HHUe I ban tvri \aMfthhhng 
a^mit m a briiif pstUx id tKmbt. wfiiifi 
»dl only lead to "T3uu1 cart' if they 
pKL LHit on the wrttrig side of the ruwe 
bed. I he iiiilapliin IS nut inixid the 
best of lofccti grow cm and wrhf* iv 

not a lltei Rabbit when youiig,^ 
young people aic not dillercnt. Ilictr 
eves stilt open wide tii Ific wonder id 
crnarvcipaiton when it is rcuigriiM:d 


Th'd. 1 wonder If Frbedom has the 
same potential as in those years? A 
month ago, say, before the incident in 
the maternity ward, 1 should not have 
been quite happy in making a compari¬ 
son. The pages of Freedom in those 
days of long ago, as I remember them, 
had a style that captured intereslj a con¬ 
sistency that carried conviction, an out¬ 
look at once wider, relative to the 
observable scene, and better focussed. 
The fact Ihal Peter Kropotkin was be¬ 
hind the paper in those days is easily 
exaggerated. 1 used to visit him and 
Sophie at Bromley—and Sacha, now 
Princess Alexandra Kropotkin, American 
authoress; 1 used to spend hours at No. 
129; Peter’s contributed articles were 
sometimes brilliant, but neither he nor 
John Turner, nor Cores, nor that one- 
man ginger-group, Guy Aldred, nor any¬ 
one else 1 may have forgotten^ had any¬ 
thing to do with the editing and make-up 
of the paper beyond occasionally proof¬ 
reading. The gentle violinist, Marsh, 
gave it character, aided and eventually 
succeeded by Keell. 

Now the present editors match them 
well; they are superior in education and 
experience, equal in devotion, and excel¬ 
ling them in obstetrics. But they lack 
something, through no fault of their 
own — something which Marsh and Keel! 
had and they have not. 

Think for a moment what London was 
tike in those days, what England was 
like, what the world was like. The 
w'orld^ — contained in Europe, for most 
writers and nearly all social purposes; 
England—^a country of pacifists where 
war-mongers were the cranks, the asylum 
of political rebels, refuge of the perse¬ 
cuted. a country that believed itself to 
he free, just being roused to the truth 


^HE article "'Rescuing Galbraith from 
(be Conventional Wisdom" in the 
first issue of AnarchV was an interesting 
and lucid outline of Prof. GalbraUh’s 
ideas and likely influence. But it seems 
to ignore the "'other side" of the story; 
Galbraith attacks and exposes some of 
the myths of the "'conventional wisdom” 
bolstering the xmas quo, w'hich is an 
extremely valuable task; but it would 
have been far more valuable if he had 
exposed the conventional wisdom on 
which the financial wisdom controlling 
Lha economic system is based (except 
that he would probably not have been 
allowed to reach so wide an audience, 
had he done so !}, 

To judge from the article (1 have not, 

1 regret, read the original). Galbraith has 
given no thought to the simple question 
"Where is the money to come from?’' 
which is used to confound all proposals 
for economic reform of this nature. 

Anarchists, and sociallsls gencrallv, 
envisage an eventual moneyless society, 
in which, of course, this simple quesUon 
would be simply meaningless. But the 
basis on which the logic of present con¬ 
vent ional economic wisdom rests is the 
tinandal system whose fundamental pro¬ 
positions are treated as laws of nature, 
li) which all econojuic reasoning must 
amfonn. 

Prof (i. propiises that income should 
be divmved from production, bui he 
gtva no concfelc proposiiU for a met I uni 
by which lo uchievc this, except thui for 
‘Vycliially graduated compertNUliim'' lor 
inianpl<i>rneni But if I hi rules of 
‘sound fliuinie'’ aie nol in he hitiKeri, 
ihti Lompeiwalltm paid mnsi ct>ine either 
frmii taxation nr liom bank loans, wilh 
toijsequcnl jiiercases m “mitiiuuil didn" 
und iiitciL’si LJntigih on it, I his would 
do Jtille (o solve the Utisk piobiciii eon 
frouling imhiitiy, (hut of hndjng markeK 
Jtir iis pnulucfs. Most ot tlic present 
"uinveiiliinial wisdom" is concenied wjih 
rulionuhsing the basic comiadjction> 
Fciween fimineral (cqiiiranenls 
l lieiiilike tncavuies Jor moilir>iiig the 
fitktitH'fal mcehaimm to peiind it Uk serve 
s*nk’iv instead id ruling it were proposed 
bv Miqor Doug las in ihc \^2U\ Hits 
proposed lemetiy. Social ( redit, was a 

irrAifU o/ iiiitinifijf 

(ftmi pfot/fic/loir, and, a1 least equally 
irnpiutum. i-vmoviiig the fiminciul restric- 
liunji on the ptoduciion and distribution 



A photo of i^e Freedom office in 191!, 
left. Marsh (without violin) on ihe right. 


Tom Keell is on the 


of its own injustice and crueUy at home 
and abroad; London—a great intellect¬ 
ual centre, the salon still existing, draw¬ 
ing-rooms dedicated to intelligent con¬ 
verse, the clearing-house of information 
about progressive thought and action 
throughout the world, people who re¬ 
membered Darwin still living, and Maz- 
zini, and other noble refugees. That brief 
Edwardian period, in so many ways the 
blindest and most futile of our history, 
was an editor’s paradise. You couldn’t 
go wrong. There was comparativefy 
little compeution; much went unobser¬ 
ved, uncommented. What you picked 
out as important, you thereby made im¬ 
portant. The popular dailies try to do 
this now; they succeed by variety, but 
make no lasting impression because their 
choice of feature news is guided by 
transient emotionalism without social 
insight or public purpose. They know 
that if they can keep people emotionally^ 
best of all sexually, excited they will not 
Slop to think. 

What our editors lack today, com¬ 
pared with yesteryears, is that limited 
hut neglected background of the first 
decade. The public scene of today is 
recalcitrant to journalistic treatment. 


excepting that of the narrow- rnindai 
quality press and the trivial emotion 
alists. Our editors know that we als 
must be narrow-minded, being essenj 
tiaily a quality press, not a bar-roop 
looking-glass, and exclude certain ne^ 
and views which they have no time fd 
no space, in which we arc not deepl 
and persistenUy interested. They dfl 
their best to see the world as Marsh ari 
Keell saw it—a public scene m wh^ 
events lend themselves to choice an 
judgment for reporting and commeniili 
such a manner as to reveal the liberatiii 
function within them. Every now an 
then they do the trick—not missing, as 
feared they might, knowing opinions a^ 
divided on the merits of CND, the 
local story of the year in the ingen icy 
demonstration of the pavement squaiie 
With their weekly reporiing and monifj 
reflection, with journalistic haiidliF 
brought up to date in this rashidn 
Freedom and Anarchy between thbl 
are restoring in modern Limes the pote 
Lial of early days, and young peopl^ 
eyes will open wide in the delight 
finding answers to questions from w^hid| 
they were just about to run away, 

K.W 


of wealth. The Social Credit proposals, 
though essentially simple, would if 
adopted have a far greater effect on 
society than anything Prof. Galbraith 
has proposed. 

Social Credit has yet to be applied: 
perhaps it may never succeed against the 
opposition of the financial establishment. 
But it offers a far greater hope for the 
eventual achievement of an anarchist 
society than any of the partial solutions 
of capitalist dilemmas offered by GaU 
braith, etc., who ajj seem to have a cur¬ 
iously blind eye for the dominant place 
of the financial mechanism on contem¬ 
porary economics. The same seems 
largely true of most anarchists. 

While ihc moneyless society is an 
ideal, vhe people who are the product of 
present society simply are not attuned 

Galbraith, 
Anarchists & 
Conventional 
Wisdom 

A Social Credit View 

to Ihc idea, aiul could not openitc d 
wei'u they miracnlinisly leorganiscd mto 
onv ovet night, licnee it behoves anar^ 
chivts to exaiiiinp the poUnuiulilies o( 
(eftirnvd m means of reoiicming society 
by degrees lowaids tire liheriuriiin ideals; 
ami ono id the most ctlectivc of such 
leltunni, could it be achieved, would be 
iht) rationalEsaluui of the financial mech 
iinhm to operate as a social service 
I hose unurchists who know^ anytliing 
ot Social Credit genenilly dismiss ii as 
iiielcvaiu to anarchism and will noi 
examine its ana lysis of the evistittg sys¬ 
tem lir Ihe probable effects ol the pro- 
poveil fentedy. 1 would urge them to 
think agam, Cert airily S.C. is a "mere 
reform’' and depends upon Clovenmiem 
uciioii to iiUriHluee it I rue. ils applica¬ 
tion wimhl nol of ttsdf ensure tliat the 
Utiveinmenl would abdicate its posver. 
But 1 do oiU Hccepl. as an invariable 
hutIi, the dictum ihai power corrupts, 
and uKvolutc power eorrupls absolmely. 


This h a cliche, a shorthand staiementT 
of what happens commonly, when men"^ 
of the type to seek a political career are 
elected to power. But it does nol pre¬ 
clude the possibility of a body of men 
motivated by a desire to save society 
from the present psychopathic ruling 
class, and with a sound understanding of 
economic and financial realities, being 
elected and introducing genuinely liber¬ 
tarian reforms, .And the point of the 
Social Credit proposals is that they 
would allows such a government to relin¬ 
quish its powers and dispense w-jih con¬ 
trol progressively, as the people became 
ready to accept freedom. For there is 
no doubt at all that at present the people 
as a whole are terrified of freedom^ as 
surely as of the H-bomh. Many anar¬ 
chists, in fact, have despaired of anar¬ 
chism for this reason. 

,Vlost of us agree that there is no hope 
of achieving anarchism by violent revo¬ 
lution; most also recognise that there is 
no hope of a radical "change of heart*' 
in the people in the foreseeable future, 
as long m social conditions remain as 
they are. But the case for S.C. can be 
argued on purely economic grounds, as 
a means of rescuing capitalism from its 
com rad ict ions and resolving its para¬ 
doxes. As such. 11 has a greater chance 
of winning public support than an appeal 
VO dispense with government, Even dis¬ 
missing this possibilitv, an understanding 
of the basis of the present financial 
media nisni would, I believe, lend 
strength and clarity to anarchisi social 
commeni, I must take exception, for 
instance, to siatemenB such as that *^it 
i‘. the hardship due to unemployment 
^vhteh depresses its". !l is not. It is the 
lack of income. This may seem a 
quibble, but It is an unconscious reflec¬ 
tion of the "conventUmal wisdom” thnt 
employrnenl is a good thing in itself. 

I am not arguing against the anarchist 
view that worthwhile social changes can 
only conic from below — through Ihc 
uelions of people Lhcmscivifs. What J 
believe is Ihat the change to a sane finan¬ 
cial system would remove a great barrier 
Lo the realisaiion of social change for 
the belter; that the paranoia of present- 
day governments stems to an importani 
degree from their adherence to a basic¬ 
ally unrealistic financial system and the 
paradoxes to which this gives rise, which 
affect everyone. B L, 
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'reativity at Work 


Host of new professions have 
grown up during the postwar 
lod. concerned with different as- 
of making the capitalist jungle 
i. There is Work Study, a more 
1 name for Time and Motion; 
nisaiion and Methods, Manage- 
Consultancy, Market Research 
Vm on. 

e management consultants have 
holding a conference in Lon- 
Aring the past week, at which 
rVk . Comis Donald said during 
of his speech that 
knott i\mi if a man does not do 
da>’s tt'ork ti is gcncraJh not due 
;thing inherent in his nature but 
ime other influence. These influ- 
^have to be carefully sought after 
fjpund How often do we find a 
of frustration among employees? 
know that something is WTong and 
y see no means of putting it right, 
begin fo lose enthusiasm for their 
rid their work suflers/’ 

iGuardim 7/3/61). 
inclusion of the study that had 
Jhindenaken was that 'The old 
that It was natural for a w^orkcr 
w'as untenable. His desire to 
to reap the benefits of fiis 
id 10 think w^ell of himself 
more powerful than his pro¬ 
to 'sw'ing the lead’/* 
about the same time the 
Insikuic of Manageinem 
,cd the Tcsull of a four year 
of absenteeism. It describes 
cost of this as being about 5 


shillings per week per worker, but 
one is tempted by the Galbraith 
theory lo ask who lost the 5 bob? 
The worker had a day at home, and 
there arc still enough goods around 
for those who can afford them. 
However, their most striking con¬ 
clusion was that some firms could 
reduce absenteeism by culling down 
the length of the working week. 

Another booklet on “Health at 
Work” has been issued by the Min¬ 
istry^ of Labour and the Central 
Office of information, on the exper¬ 
iences of firms which have voluntar¬ 
ily set up medical scr\ices in their 
factories. In its comments, one of 
the fim announced that while its 
expenditure on such a scheme dur¬ 
ing one year had been £8,500, the 
benefits ivhich it brought in lime 
saved were worth £10,800. 

These three siatcmenis, coming 
out as they did within a few days 
of each other, all have some bearing 
on libcnarian approaches to indus¬ 
trial work. The fact that workers 
work well when they are doing crea- 
live work, and badly in boring repe¬ 
titive jobs has been urged by anar¬ 
chists and syndicalists for fifty years 
or more. The psychologists caught 
on between the wars, now the man¬ 
agement consultants are announcing 
it as a result of their researches, and 
perhaps in another couple of de¬ 
cades it will gel through lo the actual 
factories. 


imum Production • Not Happiness 

the fact that manage- managers, each for their own rea- 


vever, 

studies are prov iding scientific 
amuiion of some anarchist 
in the economic field* does 
mean that we arc moving to- 
1 a free society, or that the need 
rcvolyiionajy propaganda is be- 
ung less. A common feature of 
f^ie three siaiemctiis is that they arc 
dl wolien from the point of view^ 
of the owner or manager. His prob¬ 
lem IS how to gel the maximum 
amotini production out of your 
workers, and their recipe is one 
which has always had a certain fol¬ 
lowing among boikses: If you treat 
the ^fTfkcfs well you will get most 
from them 

The tlassK aim of anarcho-syndi¬ 
calism has l>ccn workers* control of 
the facioriev arid places of work, 
with the decisions as to what to 
produce, how u.> pfoduce it and w hat 
i<j do wah the pruiaciii firmly and 
finally in the hands of the men on 
the job, No one lias ever doubted 
that wrirkefN ill control of Uicir jobs 
would p\T themselves sufftcicrif 
leisure time, and provide for iheir 
own medical attention; indeiaJ the 
arguments against workers* caantrul 
have often suggested \hm thjcy 
would do this loo well, at ihe ex¬ 
pense of the 'Yealisiic" nccc^itics cif 
having their noses kept lo the grind¬ 
stone. 

As If mg as a worker is at the Ihu- 
loni fjf the scale of economic power, 
he cannot fully re;itise the need to 
l^CTcalc, and be satisfied in his work, 
slm h rcvtilmionary ifx iologists and 


sons, arc looking for. It is an essen¬ 
tially degrading position lo be a 
pawm in someone else’s scheme even 
if that scheme includes medical 
treatment, hygenic conditions, and 
resident psychologists to see that it 
is kept interesting and creative. A 
glance at the sfiuations vacant pages 
of the big newspapers will give a 
general impression that half the 
people arc being recruited as man¬ 
agement studiers, market researchers 
and personnel officers so that the 
other half can do ‘Interesting!, con¬ 
structive!* creative!**, w^ork and de¬ 
rive happiness, money and pensions 
from it. in fact there is a danger in 
the new' order that it discriminates 
strongly in favour of the weaker 
minded people who swallow whin 
they are told about the importance 
and creaiiviiy involved in a boring 
and useless job that they may be 
doing, while the more perccpiive 
workers who see through it are 
dearly labelled as discontents and 
disruptive elements. 

How'ever sincere the managers 
niiiy be in I heir louching interest in 
the worker, they will not be able to 
alter his siiuaiion significanily be- 
cjusc they arc lied tfi the wasteful 
economic system in which we live, 
and to the power structure of siKiety 
that goes will] ji. It is impJvsiblc 
i4i make the imijonty tif small scule 
processwi in workshops and offices 
creative while society is geared for 
non-cTcalivc firoduciron on the large 
scale, IMP 


kid o¥er 

We apologise to our readers for having to htfid over the secemd 
article in ilic series “Guidance is GrwHl for You", tm Moral Re- 
Armament, Also, lo those readers who have sent m letters which 
have not yet appeared. Our new look seems to have livened 
cveiybody up to such an extent that we arc now short of space! 
And the next Fhki i>um, being the ‘Altlcrma.vlon' number, may aliio 
make extra demands on that space. Please bear with m. . . , 


KENNEDY’S PEACE CORPS 
- OR LIBERTARIAN 


I AST wctk\ cdilorial in fitMOOPa 
^ commcnfi on Mr Kennedy's ^pcacr 
cdirpv and launches ^ kite luggesting that 
iho aiTarchiils shoidil forrn Ificlir ciwfi 
peace corps. The origini of the Ken¬ 
nedy pronouncement seem io lie in llic 
coming together of various current 
streams of opinion in Amerira^ hiriily 
the attcmpi on the part of the admin- 
ijilralion to recreate pan of the atmos¬ 
phere of the New Deal, secondly the 
recognition that Amcfictn-SkJviei rivalry 
is moving to the plane of a struggle for 
influence in the 'under-developed’ 
counifies, thirdly the reaction to the kmd 
of criticism of US foreign aid and over- 
seas representation that wa» made in ihc 
bcsl-sciling polemic The Ugly Amerinm 
by hurdick and Lcderer, and fourthly the 
American ^M:lf-Crilicism which poured out 
in a whole scriei of hooks and articlei 
during the Eisenhower era, the latest of 
which fby an anarchist). Paul Goodman’s 
Growing Up Ahmrd, addresses itself in 
particular to the inahilriy of Amcrrcan 
youth to find any worthwhile work to 
do in a society where every occupation 
seems to be cither a racket or a branch 
of the salesmanship and public relations 
industry. Kennedy or hb advisors have 
hit on a notion which is calculated to 
appeal to all these needs and critics as 
well as those who fee] conscious on 
humanitarian or religious grounds, of Ihc 
obligation of the world's richest towards 
ils poorest countries, 

Tho Pitfalls of Moralism 

I am sure that, up and down ihc 
States last Sunday, several thousand 
sermons were preached in episcopal ran, 
methodkt, lulhcrarr, catholic. etc. 
churches, on the Christian duty of service 
which President K, was offering the 
young, also on Saturday no doubt in a 
thousand hberal, orthodox and reformed 
synagogues, (Meanwhile as it happened, 
the other Mr. K. was speaking on Sun¬ 
day. urging the young to turn their eyes 
and ambitions from the fleshpots of 
Moscow !o the good black soil of Siberia, 
where the climate was cold hut braemg.) 

[ can imagine too. both Mr. K,s de¬ 
claring, with all thmc priests, ministers 
and rabbis, not to mention Lord Had- 
sham, Ihc New Left, the Archbishop and 
the Duke of Edinburgh, ihcir agreement 
with Fri^edom's editor, that we should 
all seek the reward which 

“will be expressed in terms not of 
bigger refrigerators, bigger Tellies, more 
wives or bigger income^ hut in the 
awareness that the specialised knowledge 
we have acquired has served to bring a 
little happiness to fome less favoured 
fellow being.*’ 

That is always the troubte about being 
a moraJisl —everyone agrees with you, 
alt moral systems being much the same, 
but no-one docs much about it, or if they 
do It is because they have that kind oi 
nature, and not because of the moralising. 

That IS why 1 am not worried about 
Kennedy's peace army. The rulers ot 
the uncommitted nations have karnt that 
the way to get the big powers to shell 
out is to play hard-io-get—like Tito, 
Nehru and Nasser and lo play one 
against the other, so ai to gel the most 
from all. in the way of supplies, know¬ 
how and technical aid, As Alex Comfort 
poimed out (Freedom 16/4/60) we could 
wipu out such tropical diseases as 
leprosy, yaws or malaria, beginning to¬ 
morrow, 

“if it could in some devious way be 
rcprescnied a military project, if. in 
fact, public health workers could con¬ 
spire to convince the authorities that 
these diseases were not natural, but put 
there by the Russians, we all know ii 
would be done in two years, not ten.” 

An AnaP5*hisl Team? 

The generals of the peace army will 
no diiubl he goserned by politkiti t\ 
pcdiency, hut its lower rank* will \yc 
liUcd. il u1 all. with people who have 
the urge to do that kind of work an>' 
way. and will he mdistlngUJihahle from 
their oppoiiie numbers among the 
fjuakers. I lie IVS -or the iomrchisls th 
actual wotk iir the helil wdl he jusi as 
goml. oi III tmiilequute. u» that iif any 
other rxlktirig hidy. No diiiiht d will 
jBpcai Ihi historv of UNf .V (J arut 
gaihcf tfSilf a hureaitcrucy. a huge iccre 
taikt and it headquarleri by one of itie 
u k. NtchIteeU in tme of the mure eiotic 
capital! preferably one where the biw 
price ot labour cnsnrci plenty of domci- 
tu help fur the w;t.reunal (LAf) settled 
for Konk insiead of UNLSt OT Pari*) 
Nut down in the lungk- iii actual prii- 
jecti will no doubt be eunied on by 
petipic who are as desoted as UNI-SXT]T 
Iteld wtiikers 

f am not as enthusiastic a» ! RtMM>M « 
ediior ahimt the idea of a Npeciflcally 
anarchist team to futhi Ihc same func- 
tnm« Uhough free from the inoial lurpi 
tude of ulterior aims and empire-build 
nig). I jrstly bccaiiie there is a rna^e uf 
voluntary us wdt n% oilkial orgariisiitioni 


LEAVEN ? 

working in this field already- we make 
ourscivci ridiculous by claiming a mono* 
poly of good intenlton* or integrity, and 
t don’t favour that kind of separaii«m 
and exclusiveness which makei, for rn- 
stances, the Catholics in some countrki 
institute their own Catholic trade unions 
etc. To maintain a team in the field 
requires a very large administrative and 
fund-raising apparatus, even without 
bureaucracy, and if the anarchiY^H could 
provide this, there is no evidence of ti 
from the extent to which they support 
their own propagandiftt and internal ional 
organi.sattons. Secondly it seems to me 
better from the point of view of anar¬ 
chist organisations. I am sure that 
Vifgiiio Galassi and other anarchists who 
belong to iVS in differcni countries, or 
those anarchists who work with Dando 
DoJei in Sicily, or the two anarchist 
aichiiccts who arc working on Com¬ 
munity Devdopment Projeefs in Peru, 
arc more useful for their influence in 
their own work and organisations, than 
if they were fathered together in one 
inadequately supported project. 

This kind of work can be divided into 
camps, and communily development. In 
the first of these there is a vast number 
of official and unofficial bodies fsec ’T^e 
Booming Business of Relier, iOmrdUm 
22/2/61. an article examining the thorny 
question of their administrative effi¬ 
ciency): in the second there is something 
of a crisis at the moment fsec “Work 
Camps: Way On, or Way Out?“ by 
Gregory Wilkinson iTwtmmh Century, 
Nov. 1960). There arc 75 active organ¬ 
isations represented in the Co-ordination 
CommtUec for imernatronal Voluntary 
Work Camps, and ihc nature of ihe cri^s 
in the British ones is whether they arc to 
conceive of their role as that of group 
therapy for the panidpam,s nr of genuine 
benefit for the recipients of their aid. 
It h, says Vlr. Wilkinson, 

“clearly uneconomic to send out *con- 
ventionar work-camp teams of unskilled 
students to countries where the prinrte 
need is for technical assistance and 
money, and where there is generally im- 
employment, not only among unskilled 
workers but also, surprisingly enough, 
among Arts Graduates. 

“The conclusion reached by SCI and 
other organisations is that their resources 
are belter spent in sending out indjvi- 


Rl/S nceii a 9.hernu//le m Stepney, 
^ the I a»l l,*mdon borough which still 
contain^ %oine ol Ihc Wi»rii dums in the 
cnutiiry Hie row. however, has no! 
been hi much ahnut the continued exist¬ 
ence of slums hut the purpose to which 
they have been put HouMng authon 
tics appear to %t prepared to lei respect¬ 
able eiiircns hang on for yeun m foul 
conditions, but pfi<mpt action is laken 
il Iho properly becomes used for 'im- 
motal' pui peases 

III Saruler Street. Stepney, a whiilc row 
of htiuics had become brothels They 
were foul, thlapidaietl hovels long due 
fur deimilUion Uul until the 

local priest 'lather loe began swearing 
about it m public--T have never seen 
anything to ruddy rotten uc the tquare 
rude I have got here in ni> parish', he 


duali or vrnall frf»ups ipecraDy quilifi^d 
to meet TeJi needt' In Ghana, fof rn- 
tiAoce. two Jifchiiectt worked at vofun- 
tecft with the Gbariajan flcparfmenf of 
Social Welfare and Community Devefop- 
meiit, Unlike th^ experts of say, the 
LfN Agencies, these fwo lived and work¬ 
ed in the villages In doing so they pro¬ 
vided a link between 'developfi^nf 
plans*, unimagmahly ahetract to African 
villagers, and the facts of village life. 
Myihical blijc-prims became wafer- 
towers and pit-latrir^es, impfovemenf? 
rcaJi/cd and repeafabie " 

This change nf emphasis led to rhe 
formation of “Vf>lunfary Service Over¬ 
seas" after discusiion between the exist¬ 
ing work-camp horlies Mr. Wilkirwon 
himself feels that the time has ccn>c for 
less “Utopian rhetoric" and "more de- 
tailed planning anri hrieflng r.f volun- 
feers. inspect ion and insistence of $oo4 
work, and m selective recniiting/' And 
he warns what he calls “the sects" to ecs- 
fipcraic to find the projects, plan them 
in detail and raise volunteers and equip¬ 
ment on the merits of reali/able pl3ns>: 

’'There is no reason why a comorthjm 
of. say. S£*.f, the Qifakers and UNA. 
whose aims as far as wort camps are 
concerned, are indrsiinfutihable, should 
not embark on some much more ambi^ 
lious and long-term project, UNA has 
the UN conncciiom, SCI the imernaf- 
tonal ofgamsation, Quakers the moral 
pfcftigc ... The project might be lelec- 
ted through a UN Technical Mission, 
and carried out from start to finish by 
a combinaiton of skilled and *eini- 
ik tiled voluniecrs recruited individually 
(on VSO linesL" 

He believes that unless the work-camp 
movement moves in this direction “ii 
will remain primarily a fringe activity 
for footloose altruists 

Thus the work-camp movement is 
tending to move from being a holiday 
occupaliofi tfOT people with sedentary 
jobs and a consequeni inclination to 
romanticise manual work) lo a serious 
cffori in the community development 
field. Here too wc find a plethora of 
organisatiorH officiaL semi-oificial and 
unofficial—so many in fact that they 
have a bulletin and a organisation to co¬ 
ordinate them. fCommuniry Develop¬ 
ment Clearing House, MaJei Sircet, 
W.C.L). 

Abroad too. beside the governmental 
agencies, there arc "people4o-pcoplc" 
communily development programmes 
organised from Sweden, Holland. Nor¬ 
way. Switzerland, etc. When you look 
at all these teams and programmes, what 

Continued on page 4 


iuikI -nobody Uii>k il seriously. 

Then the I XT took action, with com¬ 
pulsory purchase ami a VfinbterT vigna- 
turc Thv girls were cleared out and 
the ticmohlion men walked m. So Father 
ioc got down on his benders and thanked 
(jiKl, whir had looked down on the whole 
thing ami hadn’t lifted his finger even 
lo throw ;i thunder boll or two. 

The breakers sweated and strained and 
the girls looked for somewhere else to 
lake their dients and thus help to pre 
vem the hfcakdown of many a good 
Chrislian rnurnage 

Incidcntaity, isnT it lypicai that in the 
West End of London the police are 
driving the prcvstitulc o0 the itfmi 
white in the f/ast End they are driving 
rheni back on again'* 



Miracle in Stepney? 
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How to Win Friends 

IX iR bIK. 

1 rcgitf* I hill chostr to make such 

a tool 4Ji‘ V ourself in the Fanf.D^>^1 
edikutal cohinm dl March 4th. 1 had 
ihoughi thai the cemrat (heme, anarch)- 
m^ght he given icnoiis con*; id eta lion h) 
you. Your anogance in as^tuming that 
iinceru) of purpose h the prerogative 
ot a few dciernunahlc h\ >ou a enJighi 
erring. ^ our |H*lty-ndndiHl me of inver' 
ted commas. hrackeis, excJanmtion 
marki and isms was reminiscent of the 
national Press and indicated a sidous 
streak in your rirtiure 

I recogmse. however, ihat we me all 
capable of making mistakes from time 
\Q irnK' and in view of this I will endea’ 
voui once more to present ni) point ot 
uew Unless 1 get an intelhgem reV' 
|Hvnse this lime I shall be doing m you 
surmise m cancelling m> subscription 
This of course is not synonymous with 
ceasing to be an anarchist as the over¬ 
tones of your article would suggesi. 

Perhaps you considered the contciits 
of my letter a Irillc naise being famiJiar 
with Henr> George's works yourscJl. 
This i% not Hue really a& at least W per 
cent of the popidulion have not even 
heard of him fust as they are unfamiliar 


Thanks! 

WEEK 10 

Deficit on "Freedom" £200 
Contributions received £170 
DEFICIT £30 
Received March 6th to 9tH 

Oiford: Anoft. h ^ Hamilton: D.N. £l: 
Surray; F.0. London, S.W.IO: MJ. 

U/l}/5- Raadlfig: D.D. 1/9: Halkham: 
A,A. 1/9 Margate: T,L 4 4- Hereford: 
J,H,M. £j iriitoh K.W. Ef iS/Or Hove; 
L.L 8cJ Manekesier: M,F. {/-. Cheam: W* 
5''2; Chad'^rtH Heath: S.W. 5/1; London 
N.W,fr: A.F, El/19/9: London, S.W,I5: A.L 
E5: London. hA: AM, 17/4 Oerehem: JJ. 
£l: Radhlll; L*G,lvt. 3/-‘ London, N.W.3: 

6/9: Durham: t,A. l/h Newi' Ba^ford: 
Aflor. 6/6: Stevenage; JAV.P. 7/2; Cola- 
man'^ Hatch: D. £ 0*M, £5* Sfoneygate: 
Aron. 2 9: London, W,2: M.P. 9/7; Stroud: 

R. J.Ch il/1: Tonbridge: H*V.VV, 1/6: Wol¬ 
verhampton: d.S.L 2/6’ Glaigow; J,M. 7,'6; 
OetToit: J.S. El -I/O: IsUworth: L.W. 6/1: 
London; S,E-2l: 0,C. lO'- London, W.i: 
BNJ. I ^ London: W.CJ: R.H, 7/S: 
Farnham; O.MJ. 7,'8: Wljratf: G.S,&* 6,/3: 
Nottingham: HMX, 19/6: London. NJ9: 
LJJ, 10/-: Wdlacia, N,S.W: J, & BA* 
1/10- Woodford; J.S. 1/6 Heiile: GJ, 2/0: 
London, ejl: LJ.R* 5/-: Bordon: LH, lO/-: 
Oroltwieh: W,£.C. 2/6: London, W.7: W.M. 
S/-: London: S.I*I6: A.S. 1/2 Lekhworth: 
G*D, 5 ■^7: Manchester; A.R* 6/6' Loa 
Angelei; Group per A.S. £ 17/fO/-: London, 

S. IJT: L.S-S. 6/3: Twrekenham: P.R, 7/3, 

ToUl 51 12 7 
Freviouily acknowledged M9 2 0 
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with FREiitJOM This would apply to 
youi readers to the same cxicnl probably, 
but It would appear that you do not in> 
lend your readers to consider his ideas as 
you mude no micmpt to discut^ or refute 
my fast letter, Yet you ^uy your intenlion 
IS to further the idca^ of anarchism m 
all its fncets, whalever that may prcchelv 
mctin I cauncu see any cousistency In 
Ibis unless you consider Gcorge^s ideas 
would not lead to anarchism, This 

I would reject for reasoni. which a ?»tud> 
of his works will re % cal to the vts nonary. 

Anarchs iv ,in ideal not a code of 
rulc^ There may be various way lo 
achieve that ideal hui Id us as ana re hi sis 
ui leasi discuss the possible wa;s. I am 
impicsstcd with George's recommends 
tiom but that is not to say thai 1 sup¬ 
port them as 1 would a football team. 
Ye\ >ou have given me the impression 
that you do not convider one to be a 
good anarchist unless one has been 
brought up on Freedom and Kropotkin. 

II is ihe ideal lhat counts not the means, 
George queried wh) poverty continued 

lo exist where nialerial progress in the 
form of lal>our-sa\ing machinery* etc,, 
was being made. He sought the reasons 
for social injuslice. His 4n.swers were 
found in the operation of the economv 
which he said was perverting the natural 
laws of political ecofiomy. .Although 
George did not mention anarch) in his 
works, the econonue system he proposed 
eliminated Ihc need for political parties 
for governments and for the vast major 
ity of the civil servants which vve main 
lain at present. 

The only community bodies envisaged 
by George were of a local nature. There 
would be the department whose duty it 
would be to calculate and colieci the 
economic rent on the land and there 
would be ihe depanmenis necessary to 
build and maintain road*s. bridges* dock^. 
etc. These departments would perlorm 
their duties according to the direction 
and consent of the local people and in 
no sense would they govern or wield 
power. 

.All this I undemand to be consistent w ith 
anarchism as an ideal and in accordance 
w'ilh the Anarchism c.xpounded by Free- 
txjM. The proposals of >our correspon- 
dent S. E. Parker (Freecx^m 4, 3, 611 for 
iruvtance are quite consistent with 
George's recommendations as I presume 
they are with yours. 

I consider it most imporiant for min¬ 
ority groups with the same or similar 
ends in view- to eo*operate and seek 
points of agreement This does not mean 
compromise. Wry often groups cam- 
paign for ihc same thing under dEfferent 
let ter-headings. 

Dartford, Mar. 5. F* J, *AtJLD. 

[JiV* hare rt lo readers to fudge ^'ho h 
makiug a fool of hrmseif. Ail we said 
in Freedom iro-v that our paper has no 
pretentions of being or miention of be¬ 
coming m open fortmL Henry George's 
hhiis are imeresring, and indeed in the 
last century a number of "‘anarchist 
singh taxt^'s" leere intensely interested 
in Henry George, Hh are nor and would 
suggest that whereas the Georgists sfwuhi 
he told more about ananhmn, ny don't 
think that in I960 Henry George's ideas 
(iro of more than academic interest to 
anarchists. And for those jo iVrrerfj/et/ 
he indicated In the offending editorial 
where they could write for literature on 
the subject. Is this an unreasonable 
attitude for a paper devoted to expound¬ 
ing anarchist ideasl 

If our correspondmt does not under¬ 
stand what hr meant by '‘imarchism in 
all its facets'* we suggest he reads or re¬ 
reads Elfzbacher’s Anarchism*'. 

—Edhors], 



SELECTIONS FROM ^FRJEEDOM' 

V'ol f 1951; Mankind is One 
V'ol 2 1952: Postscript to Postcriiy 
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial 
\^dJ 4 1954: Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists 
Vol 6 1956r Oil and Troubled Wafers 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol 8 1958; Socialism in a U'heelchair 
VdJ 9 1959: Print* Press & Public 


PAUL ELTZIACHER 

Anarchism (Seven Exponems of the 
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/- 

VOUNE 

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Russian 
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6 
The UnknowTi Rovolution 
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-21} 
doth 12/6 


Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6 
The paper edrtjon of ihe S^edioiu Is 
available to readeni of FREEDOM 
ai 5/- post fnee* 

RICHARDS 

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 6/- 


CHARLCS MARTIN 
Towards a Free Society 2/6 

RLOOLF ROC i^ER 
Nationalism and Culture 
cloth 21/- 

ERRICO MALATESTA 


lOIIN HEV^ETSON 

Ill-Health, Poverty and il>c Stale 
doth 2/6 paper J/- 
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Marie^Loulse BemcH Memorial 
C ommittee puhNcaiJonin 

Mane-Loyise Bemeri, 1918-1949: 

A tribute 
doth $h 

Journey Through Utopia 
doth li/- (U3A. S3) 
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Common Ownership and Freedom 


Dear EonoRs, 

1 agree with Mr. Parker (4 3i6li lhat 
freedom of choice lo accept or reject 
common ownership is inherent in indi> 
vtdu:il freedom. ^ far as it is possible 
for individuals lo produce without cx 
ploiling the labour of others (individiul 
cfafivmiinahip for persona! satisfacliori) 
no Gonffici arises with common owner¬ 
ship, but what scmthle indtviduaE would 
refuse to share in the general product 
or communal effort and activities towards 
sustenance and wealth production. 

M*‘. Parker appears to accept the 
principle of common ownership on the 
basis of “groups formed in freedom" 
The si^c of the unit—group, commune 
or gcographicai entity as for instance 
island communities^—will doubiless be 
determined hy prevailing drtumsiamrcs 
and will probably vary according to the 
nature of the produce or service. Uni¬ 
versal understanding wjff obviously be 
esscniial to secure for all, wealth which 
i.s the pr*yduct of dinialk and other con^ 
ditions. As for “anarchism from withm" 
does Mr. Parker rcallv believe that 
economic devclopmem will wait the time 
when people as a whole are convinced 
that nicy have no need of mavicrs or 
authority? Is ii not rca.sonable to sup 
pose that this decision will be made for 
them hy the force of changing economic 
circumstances and methods of produc¬ 
tion? 

Surrev, Mar, 6. F B. 


Editors. Freedo.m. 

S. E. Parker (letter tn Freedom) m*k« 
some good pointi about individual free¬ 
dom. but his general tone cmphasiscv 
iJf/Tenenri^. I would prefer cxplanalion 
ami iinderstanding- F B, for instance 
in proclaiming the necessity for common 
ownership is thinking about getting nd 
of capitalist ownership and the stupidities 
that arise from it. The^ properly rights 
arc the greatest hindrance to social 
change, and arc vested m. and derived 
from, the Slate If SE P had ever 
"owned" a house legally, and Ihcn failed 
to keep up his paymenii, he would find 
the house uken from him le^ath h 
would, after SE P had been forcjblv 
ejected, be sold—and SEP. even 

though he had brought hrs family up 
there and endeasoured to live a goiid 
life, would find himself humelci 1 
know—I have experienced ii Owner 
ship, in F B - and my >ense. means just 
that, and to confuse people'-, minds wiih 
ownership and no-ow nership under anar 
ehism, with the same things under capi¬ 
talism. does a disservice lo the movemeni 
for change 

Ownership in ihe present wiiie will go 
as as possible: everything pomu 

that way. In the next phase we shall 
evolve, cmpirkally, much heller wavs o| 
running society. Eveniuall> shall 

arrive at the condition S.E P vivuahsev 
where we can afford, and tolerate, all 
kinds of ownership, or no ownership 






That old fashioned Mother of mine 


To ihe Editors of Fwm.ix>m, 

It was as much a surprise as tt pleasure 
iq me to sec that the latest to join the 
ranks of jour coniribuiors is -my mum! 

I don't think any of us fails to sec 
the close interconnection between any 
Opinions we hold about the desirahility 
of a sex-life for young peopfe, and the 
general aUitudes and indeed cxplich 
sanctions imposed by society. Indeed. 
ID quote more fully the mentioned re¬ 
marks Df NcilL w-hai he said was (1 
quote from mcmDry>: *‘l have a couple 
of youngsters come and ask me if I 
could give them a room together. Aow 
/ think young people should b%- free to 
hare a sex life when ihty are ready for 
it. But I had lo tell them “No." you see, 
if the Ministry Inspectors heard about it 
they'd close the school: if your paremv 
knew about ii they'd be on me like a 
ton of bricks; you can't afford contra- 
ceptives aiKl I wouldn't be allowed to 
give them to you! “ 

Every advocacy of freedom involves 
a corollary responsibility, buE just to 
speak of "*Sociciy" as though it were 
one homogeneous entity is unrealistic. 
To any individual, "St^iciy** mainly 
means family and a small circle of 
friends. Such a micro-society can in 
fact be extremely resistant to external 
pressures, and a quite small group can 
be perfectly capable of giving the neces¬ 
sary support and approval lo its a doles 
cents. 

So far as goes the question of (public) 
advocacy of a change m social and legal 
attitudes towards leenagcfs in love, I am 
sure that any regular reader of Freedom 
would appreciate that in "'advocating a 
free sex-life’*, we explicitly advocate the 
necessary conditions : approval from 
older people thc> liite and respect 
privacy, readily available coni race ptive 
information and suppltes^ — and abortion 
as a Iasi resort, thou^ I believe it would 
rarely be necessary if we rcal^ had any- 
freed om in these matters. And we 
might even suggest gladly undertaking to 
help bring up an “illegitimate" (ugh!) 
chitd in some cases. This is not really 
so much more onerous than many of the 
burdens parents gladly accept, provided 
it is from choice, which it rarely is now, 
and once the kid is seen as a kid and 
not a stigma. 

! sympathise with my mum in her 
assessment of the present situation and 
of course no parent of a teenage daugh¬ 
ter can view with equanimity the possi¬ 
bility of her becoming accidentally preg¬ 
nant; but the results of the damming up 
of young people's se.xuai yearnings and 
their diversion into sadistic, etc,, sub¬ 
stitute channels are not a calculated 
risk but a dead cert. 

The worst failing in her argument, 
however, is one common lo many oppo¬ 
nents of anarchist ideas: it entirely fails 
lo take realistically into account what 
happens now. Anarchists are it re spon¬ 
sible in advocating a free sox life for 
the yuiing because there will be "acci¬ 
dents * I ! The force of this argument 
must rest on a supposition that the 
present social sanctions are effective in 
preventing the birth of unwanted child- 
ren —of course A07'ff/iVG could bi 

ftiidtd br 


further from ilii- -imrie Iruth. M> 
OPINION IS THAT THE EXISTING 
PROBLEM OF N.LE6ITIMAt Y" IS 
TO A VERY ORE AT EXTEN f THi. 
DIRECT RESULT OF THE FACT 
THAT WHAT SEX LIFE YOUNG 
PEOPLE DO HAVE IS SO C/,VFREE 
My mom baws a quite reasonable argu 
ment on a false premise; the alteffiativc! 
ufiich she assumes are unreal. 

LonJon. IT. 


Bm n* vUtl , 

na»w. Not f\cn S l‘ F i:*rt 
^svho hss 

Li he w’.*nU ih^ end rc*uli ^ 
he cannot 
not to be ibc 

something, he visuRli>kcv a tt-:! . 

way hence, when all (or tufisc 
wilt be anarchisu and iK.:n m* 
wc shall have anarvlT - As t , 
ihiii* 

This IS a Hull if yi nr attitudi: r 
bodies hrve infficieJ It itpoo g-n^-ss 
Of people Such certain 
(urtaies *hc very pcsiple 
willingly co-uperatr If instead 
uiguing to prevs itw falw 
hii upptmcnl S !■ P __ould cndeav-^i 
tmd poinix of agreement he wimM 
K? 4 hrtter anarcho: f re-^om 
bit by hit, i> engineered K, iH 
ptc^plc “ho never hs-.i>'d o| ansirc 
AikI It comes front wifhsn thi>se 

juM m much av il divs front co? 
libcrurians SEP hat rsr- nt! 
no patent rights, in anarchisni 
have any of me the la 

Adv.intagcv dnised fron. 
anarch? rEll include a m-jou .•! 
of a long of mXgu 

vve arc where we Jiic mn and 
aiwuv,. suriin^’ froin there S.-nic ft 
(or wangle!) a hmiied freedom 
*::api!aii.vm, climb !o uienlEt'. highi! 
liupertlor but. Ilk- uijCcncKv of 
demand a huge vanct> td 
nanj *ff which are King 
folkns through should be our nwt' 
to make those HtcpN itgnilK.i.>iL 
SEP / demand ‘how a - 

be lived hv people wlu^ are n t * 
n an acaderriic tritk question i 
of lime. V\ur>o .t gralyilou r : 
genuine enquirers 

Coventr, M.»r 7 Ri ,- /. if 




The 'Peace Corps' 

Continued from page 3 
strikes you b not so much the need lc 
suppicnicni them with yei another organ¬ 
isation, of anarchists this lime, but of 
the anarchistic lessons which have 
emerged from all iheir trial-and-error 
methods in the years since the war. Th^ 
conclusion for instance of the Pro- 
gramme Evaluation Commission on the 
Indian community projects, that 
“anything which the people have not 
willed, have not planned, have not direc¬ 
ted and have not voluntartly carried out 
is not popular. The bureiucralic and 
semi-bureaucralic schemes of rural de- 
vclopmenL had no elements of vitality, 
dynamism and creativeneis in them for 
the basic reason that they were not popu¬ 
lar in these respects/' 

This lesson which has had to be learned 
continually all over the under-deveioped 
world, means that it is no good coming 
into a village with the team of techni¬ 
cians and a bit of high-powered propa¬ 
ganda and periuasion; the imiiaiive has 
to come from belov^. An inicresiing 
instance of this comes from a Latin- 
American anarchist, a type-setter, whose 
high earnings enable him to spend half 
the year working in the city at his trade, 
and the other half working among the 
suear-growing peasants, urging ihem to 
form a union. The peasants decline to 
co-operate with the visiting development 
team because they suspect its motives, 
but they will listen to the union organiser 
when he urges them to set up a school 
because they see literacy as a means of 
self-defence against the sugar-monopol¬ 
ists. The outside helper's role has to be 
that of a “catalytic agent" a source of 
information rather than an instigator of 
aciron. This must be a painful lesson 
for those looking for quick results, but 
it IS in harmony wiih the lessons which 
anarchists draw^ from many other fields 
—^iducalion, the Peckham experiment, 
and so on. But since these lessons can 
be deduced from the experrences des 
cribed in every issue of the Community 
Development Bullet in of the Internittionai 
Review of Community Development i( 
does not seem lo me that there is a speer 
fically anarchist role to be played in 
underlining them. Rather. 1 think lhat 
all the organisations need their anarchist 
clement, that section of their member 
ship that is continually pushing for more 
radical and libertarian solutions to their 
problems and choices, the same task in 
fact of Ihe anarchists in every other held 
Of social life and activity, 

c w 

frirnmn^ lAda*. 6.1- 


LONDON 
ANARCHIST GROUl 

F very- Suiiiliiv al 7,3*) pm : 

The Swan. Cv^mo Place. 
.Southampton Row WCl 
(ifolborn. Ru;»:>c;ll Sq Sins) 


MAR 19 Jeremy VVTvtall: ifrira 
Ibc Flit lire ff 

MAR 26 Bonar Thompson fpeak/ 
All '^ekume. 

fJijuid refreshmrnf availulile. 




OFF-CEHTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

1 x 1 t hurvday of each nuinth at K p.m. 
Jack and Mary Steven son A. 6 Stamion 
Road, Enfield. Midd‘,. 

Lavf Hednesduy of iKtch month at H p.m* 
at Boroihy Barasi's. 45 Twyford Avenue. 
Fortis Green, N.2. 

Ivi V\cdnevda> of each month at $ p.m. 
at Colin U'ard's, 33 Ellcrby Street, 
Fulham, S.W,6. 

3rd Thurvday of each month at K p.m, at 
Donald RooumA, i4Sa Fellowx Road, 
Swiss Cottage. N.Wj- 


Freedom 

The Anarchist^Weekly 

FREEDOM appears on the first thie^ 
Saturdays of each nionrh. 

On the hast Saturday, we publifti 
AN ARCH a 32'page journal of 
anarchist ideas (1/8 or 25c. post frec|. 

Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM 
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S IS/- ($2 JO) 
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Special Subscription ^te^ for 2 copies 
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.AIR MAfL Subscriptioo Rates 
I FREEDOM by .Air Ylaif, 

AN.ARCHY by Surface MaiR | 

IZ mc»nth» SO/- (U.S, i C^fiAd# St.OO) I 

Postal Subscription Rales to FREEDOM^ 

only, 

i y«iruiu«i) ly. |y.s_ g Q^n*dM SI) 

e moBttiv lUtui) f/e (SI .SO) 

$ mofTthf l§ S/, (SO.TSJ 


Air Mail Subscription Rales to 
FREEDOM only, 

l ym^r (40 \K\tm%) 40 /- (SiJO) 
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